
 

 
Curriculum Progression 

 
Our whole school approach to language teaching and learning is in line with the recommendations 
of the National Curriculum. Our curriculum has been designed to follow units that build on prior 
knowledge throughout KS2 through the following concepts:  
 

1.) Listening  

 Repeating words modelled by the teacher and responding to familiar phrases 

 Picking out known words or specific vocabulary in an ‘authentic’ 
conversation and understanding main points of a spoken passage. 

2.) Speaking  

 Learning specific vocabulary and developing accuracy in pronunciation 

 Using common phrases 

 Performing short role plays on one topic with several exchanges 

 Asking and answering questions 

 Engaging in short scripted conversations being able to describe people, 
places, things and actions 

3.) Reading  

 Recognising written vocabulary such as single words, phrases or a paragraph. 
4.) Writing  

 Copying simple vocabulary and writing some single words 

 Writing several short phrases or a short, simple paragraph from memory. 
5.) Grammar  

 Using masculine and feminine nouns 

 Using prepositions of place and sequencers 

 Using adjectives to form simple sentences.   

Intent 
 

Learning a foreign language is an essential part of 
being a member of a multicultural society and 

provides pupils with valuable educational 
experiences, which will deliver an opening to other 

cultures. Not only will learning a new language 
foster children’s curiosity of another culture, but it 

will deepen their understanding of the diverse world 
around them. When children begin to learn a new 

language, it offers them communication and literacy 
skills, which lay the foundations for further language 

learning. Through learning a language, children 
develop linguistic competence and extend their 
knowledge of how language works by exploring 

differences and similarities from both the written 
and spoken language of English and French. By 

learning French, children will have an awareness of 
the multicultural and multilingual world and it will 
introduce them into an international dimension, 
thus giving them an insight into their own culture 

and the diversity of the British society through 
exploration of another and equipping them to study 

work in other countries.  

Sutton Park Curriculum Drivers 
 

Aspiration (so that our children always strive 
for success and aim high in all they do); 

Communication (so that our children can 
develop the language and skills necessary to 

communicate effectively); Understanding (so 
that our children understand where they came 
from, where they are going and to appreciate 

the diversity of different communities and 
individuals) and Restorative Behaviours (so 
that our children take responsibility for their 

actions and can build successful relationships). 
 

Lesson Structure 
 

Each session follows a clear structure supported by Rosenshine’s Principles of 
Instruction (Review, Check for Understanding, Provide Models, Provide Scaffolds, 
Guide practice). 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Cultural Capital 
 
We aim to provide quality activities where the 
children can gain wider context of their study 
of language. This will be achieved through the 
understanding of how different cultures and 
languages work in France and other French 

speaking countries, encouraging the children 
to have a global and outward view of the 

world.  This will come through studying the 
etymology of words (gender nouns and the 
formal and informal ways of speaking in the 

French community.) We can also see this 
through the study of popular sports (Tour de 
France), classical French music and cinema.  

Sutton Park Primary School 
French 

Whilst the National Curriculum does not stipulate 

specific expectations for each year group, our units are 

covered in progressive difficulty from the expected 

outcomes in Year 3 units, to more demanding language 

expectations by the end of Year 6 units. Throughout 

each unit, whenever new language is presented, children 

are given repeated opportunities to practise and develop 

both their spoken and written language. Those points 

are then revisited within subsequent lessons and units, 

to support retrieval and retention of knowledge. Each of 

the units per year group, cover all four areas of 

development, which we aim to lay the foundations for 

further study within KS3. The content progressively 

focusses upon grammatical understanding and phonics, 

learning basic grammar which is appropriate to the 

French language. The content is intended to be both 

memorable and engaging, with a focus upon songs, 

rhyme and actions throughout the delivery of units, to 

aid understanding. 

 



 

 

French Whole School Overview 

 
 
 

Key Sequence of Learning for French 
 
 
 

 

 Assessment 
 
 

Retrieval based learning techniques used 

throughout the unit to ensure pupils’ remember 

more. 

Teachers build a picture of pupils’ capabilities 

throughout the year using formative assessment. 

Pupils are assessed at the end of each academic 

year  

 

 

Impact 
 
Children are engaged within French lessons and 
curious to discover, learn and remember more and 
have the confidence to attempt to speak a new 
language that is not their own. 
 
They have high aspirations to travel and explore the 
world through the learning of language. Children will 
have an awareness of other countries and places that 
speak a different language and acquire early learning 
language skills, which provide the foundations to build 
upon in further education. 
 
Work is of a high quality, demonstrating how pupils are 
acquiring an enthusiastic attitude when learning and 
exploring a new language or country and understand 
British culture and how this may be similar or different 
to other countries. 


