
The EYFS is its own distinct key stage and has its own unique curriculum, the aim of which is to foster the development and progress of our youngest learners in 
line with the guiding EYFS principles and to provide a solid foundation for future learning. In order to promote our links with KS1, careful consideration has been 
made to the key knowledge and skills we want the children to develop in our EYFS .In order to prepare our children well for the following national curriculum 
content of our whole school curriculum deliberate links have been made between the EYFS areas of learning and the NC subjects, so that the whole school 
curriculum is progressive from the very start of our pupils journey through our school.

Our EYFS curriculum design is based on the Educational Programmes set out in the EYFS Statutory Framework 2021 and involve the activities and experiences for 
children, as set out under each of the areas of learning. They have been tailored to reflect our school, pupils and the community we serve. Educational 
programmes set out the essential skills and knowledge that are vital to prepare the children for their journey into KS1 and beyond. The EYFS is the foundation 
for future learning and we ensure children have secure grounding in ‘being a scientist ’.

Science: Science is encompassed in the Understanding The World (UTW) area of learning, but as all areas of learning are interlinked it draws on many other 
elements, such as Communication and Language when children are speaking about and demonstrating understanding of the texts/experiences/vocabulary they 
have encountered or observations they have made. Our children will leave the Foundation Stage at Sutton Park with an increased knowledge and sense of the 
physical world around them and the wider world. They will respect the world around them, exploring and commenting on similarities and differences, patterns 
and change. Our pupils will have a greater sense of themselves such as how to be healthy (including oral hygiene) and the explore the changing environment. 
They will undertake simple experiments to test out their ideas and explore the properties of materials. Through their work our children will be able to use a 
range of equipment and sources to enable them to find out and gather information to further their understanding. They will have had opportunities to explore, 
observe and find out about people, places, technology and the environment, and will have taken part in rich and meaningful first-hand experiences such as 
cooking, visiting places in the local area as well as enjoying visitors and school trips.
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Key Skills:
Links to:- Development Matters 2021 (The non-statutory supporting guidance for the EYFS Statutory Framework 2021)
Early Learning Goals (ELGs) Expected Statements (ARE for end Reception EYFS Profile)

Understanding the World

BIRTH TO THREE - Repeat actions that have an effect.
- Explore materials with different properties.
- Explore natural materials, indoors and outside.
- Explore and respond to different natural phenomena in their setting and on trips.

THREE AND FOUR YEAR 
OLDS

- Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials.
- Explore collections of materials with similar and/or different properties.
- Explore how things work.
- Plant seeds and care for growing plants.
- Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and an animal.
- Explore and talk about different forces they can feel.
- Talk about the differences between materials and changes they notice.
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CHILDREN IN RECEPTION - Explore the natural world around them
- Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside.
- Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them

The Natural World ELG Children at the expected level of development will:

- Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants;
- Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on 

their experiences and what has been read in class.
- Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing 

states of matter.


